ankle.
--" --t: to III (Fig. 2) . When the distal tibial epiphysial surface was parallel to the growth plate, as in the normal, it was graded 0 (Fig. 3) plate, it was graded I (Fig. 4) Tilt of the talus within the mortise varied from 2#{176} to 27#{176} (average 10.2#{176}). Twenty-one out of 35 ankles (that is 60% ofchildren) had more than 10#{176} of talar tilt (moderate); 10 ankles (28%) had a tilt of more than 15#{176} (severe). Procedures below the ankle (Table  I) . Extra-articular subtalar arthrodesis was performed in six out of 35 ankles and triple arthrodesis in one. The graft was taken from the proximal third of the ipsilateral tibia in the six cases of subtalar fusion. The results were assessed by taking weight-bearing anteroposterior films of the ankles and the length of follow-up was from 15 months to 3 years. Procedures above the ankle (Table II) . Osteotomy above the ankle was performed in three patients and epiphysiodesis in a patient with bilateral involvement ; this latter was lost to follow-up at the time of the present review, but when examined at skeletal maturity the ankle mortise was in good alignment with no talar tilt and with a satisfactory malleolar relationship.
DISCUSSION
In the normal ankle, the tip of the lateral malleolus is 3 to 4 mm lower than that of the medial malleolus. The growth plate of the fibula is at the level of, or just distal to, the ankle joint and this anatomical relationship continues throughout growth. The tibia and fibula, closely bound together, grow at different rates and yet the ankle joint remains in perfect alignment. At birth, the tibia is 20% of its eventual total length and until it has achieved 50% of its length the distal tibial epiphysis grows more rapidly than the proximal. Thereafter the proximal tibial epiphysis assumes a major role in growth.
The fibula also has 20% of its eventual length at birth, but its distal epiphysis is dominant in growth only until the bone has grown to 30% of its eventual length.
Thereafter the proximal epiphysis predominates (Makin 1965). 
